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There were three members nominated 
for the prestigious Engineer of the Year 
award: Michael Roberts (Atrium Health), 
Joseph Buri (Southeastern Health), and 
Larry Holder (Duke Regional Hospital). 

Earlier this year at the Spring Conference, 
the Board of Directors and Planning Com-
mittee voted on the candidates to select 
one winner: Larry Holder. 

The announcement was made later at 
the banquet for the Annual Conference 
with a presentation by Jerry Thompson. 
In his presentation, Jerry thanked the 
other nominees for all that they do for the 
healthcare field and their facilities, and 
said, “All of them are worthy candidates 
but the Board had to make a hard choice.” 

Winner Larry Holder, began his health-
care career over 42 years ago. In his 
current position as Assistant Director of 
Engineering Services at Duke Regional 
Hospital, he oversees the day-to-day 
operations of engineering, facilities, and 

left to right: Cecil Watson, Secretary Elect; Philip Johnson, Program Chair; Michael Rich Secretary Elect 2020; 
Deon Lewis, President Elect; Larry Holder, President; Jeff Forsyth, Secretary; Jerry Thompson, Correspondence 
Secretary; Joe Buri, Energy Liaison Elect; Mike Cooke, Treasurer; Arthur Blue, Vendor Chair

EOY 2019
Engineer of the Year

Larry Holder CHE, 
Duke Regional Hospital, Durham NC

This year’s Annual Conference took 
place in the mountains of Asheville at the 
sprawling Grove Park Inn from July 30 to 
August 2. For both the Spring Conference 
and the Annual Conference, NCHEA’s 
objective is to provide low-cost education 
to healthcare engineers. They also hold 
fund-raisers to benefit different causes. 
The Annual Conference raised money 
to go toward the NCHEA Engineering 
Community College Scholarship program. 
Three students from Haywood Commu-
nity College came to receive the scholar-
ships and gave acceptance speeches.

Later, attendees of the conference 
weaved their way through the elaborate 
vendor show. This year there were 137 
vendor booths offering services and/or 
products. “We’re told by a lot of different 
vendors that this is one of the best vendor 
shows in the country,” said President 
Larry Holder. He further commented, “For 
NCHEA, part of our success is that we 
can’t do this without our vendors, and 
we’re very appreciative of everything they 
do to help us as an organization. And I 
think our vendors will tell you that we’re 

ASHE REGION 3 REPRESENTATIVE Re-Elected

Michael D. Roberts, PE, SASHE, CHFM,  CHE  
Director, Facilities Management 
Atrium Health Charlotte, NC
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As I prepare for the last ASHE Board meeting of 2019, I 
reflect on extremely honored I have been to represent you, 
North Carolina and Region 3 on the ASHE Board for these 
past two years and how humbled I am to be re-elected to 
another two-year term.  I will do my best to represent you 
and to keep you informed of ASHE initiatives and Board 
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capital improvements for 750,000 square 
feet including a 369-bed acute care 
hospital and other out buildings. He’s 
been an active member of NCHEA for the 
past 15 years and currently serves as the 
president. 

When Larry received the call from NCHEA 
asking if he would consider serving 
as president, he was actually about to 
retire from his position at Duke Regional 
Hospital. However, according to NCHEA 
guidelines, he would have to be actively 
employed in order to accept this position. 
Larry had a tough call to make. He went 
back to his boss at Duke and told him 
he’d no longer be retiring. When his boss 
asked what had changed, Larry told him 
about the offer from NCHEA and how he 
“thought it would be a great opportunity.” 

Looking back on his time as president, 
Larry said, “It’s been great. The further I 
got into the year, the more fun it became. 
This has been a lot of work and I’m ready 
for it to be over, but then again, I wish I 
had a little more time.”

According to Jerry, Larry “is recognized 
by his peers as a highly respected leader 
who works exceptionally well with every-
one and whose opinions are valued by his 
leadership.”

When asked about winning the award, 
Larry said, “It’s a pretty special thing to 
be recognized by your peers. And it was 
totally unexpected. I knew that I had been 
nominated, but to be honest with you, 
I had no idea that I would be voted as 
Engineer of the Year because the other 
two candidates were very worthy as well. 
It was a humbling experience for me. It 
doesn’t seem real that this occurred – I 
know it did – but there are just so many 
healthcare engineers in this state who 
truly could be deserving of that honor.”

Larry received a plaque with the following 
inscription: Presented by the North Caro-
lina Healthcare Engineers Association for 
outstanding contributions to the field of 
Healthcare Facility Engineering.

very loyal to them. If they’re members of 
NCHEA they know we will reach out to 
them.” 

Due to this sense of loyalty and the level 
of education offered by NCHEA, there are 
many repeat vendors and attendees at 
the events, resulting in a special kind of 
environment. Larry remarked, “Every time 
I go to a conference it’s like going to a 
family reunion.” 

Program Chair Philip Johnson put 
together a diverse lineup of educational 
sessions that began with a well-received 
keynote speech by Curt Steinhorst. One 
attendee commented that the speech 
was a “dynamic way to start the morning.” 
Philip said, “Curt did a great job keeping 
all engaged and brought quite a bit of 
information to our group.”

Other session topics included The Bene-
fits of Healthcare Prefabrication Construc-
tion in Today’s Market, Power Electronics 
Microgrids, Design for Combatting (HAI) 
Healthcare Associated Infections, and 
Optimize Facilities’ Operations by Going 
Mobile. 

As NCHEA President, Larry also worked 
to create the lineup for the event, in-
cluding educational, goal, and outreach 
programs. This Annual Conference was 
unique for Larry because it marked the 
near-end of his reign as president. The of-
ficial last day he will hold office is Septem-
ber 30, and he will then become the past 
president. The duties of that position will 
still include a seat on the board and some 
committee responsibilities, however, there 
will be a new president as of October 1. 
Larry commented, “I’m looking forward to 
next year as past president and moving 
forward, hoping to make NCHEA better. 
It’s always about going to the next step.”

 “Going to the next step” seems to be 
an ongoing theme for NCHEA as the 
organization supports young adults com-
ing up in the Healthcare Engineering field 
and continues to hold conferences that 
further education for those already in the 
workplace. 
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Region 3 Representative
Michael D Roberts

information.  During this past term, ASHE 
completed one three-year master plan 
and initiated another, provided great 
educational and networking conferences, 
published numerous code and standards 
tools, monographs, on demand learn-
ing opportunities, a career development 
assessment and provided much more 
valuable information.  ASHE participation 
has been and is one of the best things I 
have done professionally, adding value 
to my workplace, community and my 
family.  I hope you find time to volunteer 
for an ASHE committee or task force or 
find a way to assist in NCHEA.  Thank 
you for this opportunity to serve and make 
a difference in the field many of us have 
dedicated out careers too.  I hope to see 
you in 2020!

Keynote: Curt Stienhorst

“Curt did a great job keep-
ing all engaged and brought 
quite a bit of information to 
our group.”

Philip A. Johnson

“Applicable to life and 
work!”      Allen Messer



BRADY SERVICES, by having their booth set 
up still set up at the 2:00 PM drawing, won the 
opportunity to pre-purchase a 2020 exhibit booth 
in advance of booth lottery day without being a 
prime sponsor.

$500.00 Draft Pick Game Winner
Did you play? Bobby Allman CHFM from Carolinas Healthcare Systems is 
so happy he played and WON! So simple and fun!  You just had to visit the 
vendor booths and you had a chance to become a Draft Pick. 50 chances 
to win the $500. and 50 prizes given out.

from left to right: Wilma Joyner, Dewberry; Michele Lewis, Terracon; Chris Beall, Building Clarity; Amanda Frendberg, BluSky; Brittany Butcher, 
BluSky; Jessika Douglas, Heapy; Nancy Padgett, Brady Services; Mary Beth MacKenzie, BluSky; Debbie Gilbert, NV5

DISTRICT NEWS
DISTRICT 3
Meeting:  August 1, 2019
Location: OMNI GPI, Asheville, NC

Meeting called to order by John Horton.
Reading of minutes from last meeting were waived.
Financials were read and accepted. 
Nominations from the floor for Chairman was Cecil Watson 
from UNC REX Healthcare with no others nominated. Vote 
was called and all ayes. Cecil Watson will be District 3 
Chairman for 2019-2020.
Nominations from the floor for Vice Chairman was Ben 
Snyder from Duke Healthcare with no others nominated. 
Vote was called and all ayes. Ben Snyder will be District 3 
Vice Chairman for 2019-2020.
Nominations from the floor for Secretary/Treasurer was 
Matt Olson from WakeMed Cary with no others nominated. 
Vote was called and all ayes. Matt Olson will be District 3 
Chairman for 2019-2020.
New Business
John asked Cecil to speak on the upcoming year and 
plans for the October District 3 meeting. Cecil informed 
everyone that our next meeting will be at Wilson Country 
Club in Wilson, NC on October 10, 2019.  
John thanked everyone for a great year and asked if 
anyone had anything to add. There was a call from the 
floor to adjourn the meeting and seconded. Meeting was 
then adjourned.
DISTRICT 4
Meeting:  August 1, 2019
Location: OMNI GPI, Asheville, NC 
Joe Buri presented the minutes – A motion was made for 
approval of the spring meeting minutes by Mike; a second 
was made to approve by Tony Britt. Approved financial 
report 
District Reports & Updates from Board Meeting, July 29, 
2019:
Joe stated that all districts will support the scholarship 
equally ($1,250) for the time being. There was some dis-
cussion of making it proportional as is the annual revenue 
allocated to the districts. Currently, District IV received less 
than the required scholarship allocation of $1,250.
The scholarship program will be with HCC in Asheville this 
year.
New Officers: Mike Rich was nominated as state secretary 
elect, Mike Cooke was nominated as President elect, 
Terry Fair was nominated as Treasurer elect, Joe Buri 
was appointed as Energy Liaison, All positions will begin 
in October.
With Mike stepping down, Motion was made by Mike to 
nominate Joe Buri as District Chair, Joe nominated Tye 
Frost as Vice-Chair and Tony Britt as Secretary/Treasurer. 
2nd by James Jones.  
New District Officers; Joe Buri – Chair, Tye Frost – Vice-
Chair, Tony Britt – Secretary/Treasurer, Mike added that 
Joe was District IV’s nominee for Engineer of the Year.
ASHE Update: Joe announced that ASHE will have 
a new certification program for contractors in the 
healthcare field. That CMS will be surveying with the 
surveyors which remain 1 out of 10.
There is also more information regarding water 
management, Ligature Risk Guideline and Pharma-
ceutical Compounding.
Annual Conference for 2023 will be held at M.C. 
Benton Civic Center in Winston-Salem which has 
growth potential as well as better cost structure.
New Business: District III/IV meeting in November. 

2019 BEST BOOTH

for Keynote Curt Steinhorst!

GOLF DAY - VOLUNTEERS!



NCHEA Scholarship Recipient 

HCC Scholarship winners: left to right, Aaron Ander-
son, Alex Harwell - Dewberry, Will Stevenson, Amber 
Homan, Larry Holder - NCHEA President

Aaron Anderson
132 Grady Gibson Dr. 
Waynesville, NC 28786
828-550-9412
Amanderson642@yahoo.com

Amber N Homan
24 A Park St.
Canton NC
814-574-3550
anhoman@Haywood.edu

Will Stevenson
56 Flag Street
Waynesville, NC 28786
828-550-1380
willsteve1300@gmail.com

Alex Harwell, Dewberry
NCHEA Associate Board Member 

aharwell@dewberry.com

NCHEA  
Scholarship 

At the Annual 
Conference in 
Asheville, three 
students were 
awarded scholar-
ships through the 
NCHEA Engineer-
ing Community 
College Scholar-
ship program. This 

year (the second year of the program) 
NCHEA worked with Haywood Com-
munity College to choose the recipi-
ents.

HCC students Aaron Anderson 
(Computer-Integrated Machining), 
Amber Homan (Associate in Science), 
and William Stevenson (Associate in 
Engineering) split equally the $10,000 
scholarship. In order to win, these 
students had to comply with certain 

criteria. They had to currently be 
enrolled in an Engineering Technology 
or related science program, be recom-
mended by faculty, have a minimum 
grade point average of 3.0, profess an 
interest in the Healthcare Engineering 
field, and submit an essay describing 
their career goals and interests and 
how the scholarship will be used to 
affect those goals. 

The scholarship winners were an-
nounced at the conference following 
the keynote speech. Each student 
gave a short speech and then partici-
pated in the trade show for the HCC 
guests and networked with NCHEA 
community members.

NCHEA has two goals for the scholar-
ship program. The first is to promote 
the Healthcare Engineering field to 

a new generation through educa-
tion, exposure, and advocacy to the 
state’s community college engineering 
programs. The second is to provide 
scholarships to students in community 
college engineering programs who 
will hopefully find employment in the 
healthcare engineering field, becoming 
contributing members and advocates 
themselves.

NCHEA plans to continue this annual 
program, rotating to a new community 
college each year. Please see the 
attached résumés from this year’s 
scholarship recipients.

Contact NCHEA @ nchea.info@gmail.
com or contact students directly for 
more information and resumes. 



President
Larry Holder
Duke Regional Hospital
919-470-8167
larry.holder@duke.edu

President-Elect 
Deon Lewis
Caromont Health
704-834-2809
deon.lewis@caromonthealth.org

Immediate Past President
Gary Milewski CHFM CHE
Novant Health
919-817-6823
gamilewski@novanthealth.org

Secretary
Jeff Forsyth
Duke Regional Hospital
919-470-8191
jeff.forsyth@duke.edu

Secretary-Elect
Cecil Watson
UNC Rex Healthcare
919-333-8479
cecil.watson@unchealth.unc.edu

Treasurer
Mike Cooke
Cone Health - Wesley Long Hospital
336-832-1766 M 336-362-5907
mike.cooke@conehealth.com

Correspondence Secretary
Jerry Thompson
Duke Health
919-684-4004
jerry.thompson@duke.edu
 

Program Chair
Philip A. Johnson
Well-Spring Retirement Community
336-707-6200
pjohnson@well-spring.org

Vendor Chair
Arthur Blue CHE
Moses H. cone
336-832-7899
arthur.blue@conehealth.com
 
Associate Member
Alex Harwell
Dewberry
919-424-3769
aharwell@dewberry.com

Associate Member Elect
Jeremy Louge
Piedmont Service Group 
jlogue@piedmontsg.com
Office:   919-645-5176 
Mobile: 919-630-5381

District I - Chair
Terry Fair CHFM CHE
Novant Health
tlfair@novanthealth.org

District I - Vice-Chair
Jay Miller CHC
CaroMont HealthCare
jay.miller@caromonthealth.org

District I - Secretary/Treasurer
Jerry Merwin CHFM
Carolinas Healthcare System
jerry.merwin@carolinashealthcare.org

District II - Chair
Arthur Blue CHE
Cone Health - Moses Cone
Arthur.Blue@conehealth.com 
336-832-7899

District II - Vice-Chair
Gary Milewski CHFM CHE
Novant Health
919-817-6823
gamilewski@novanthealth.org

District II - Secretary/Treasurer
Mike Cooke
Cone Health - Wesley Long Hospital
336-832-1766
mike.cooke@conehealth.com

District III - Chair
John Horton
Wake Med Health and Hospitals
614-477-6919
woodybrutus@gmail.com
 
District III - Vice-Chair
Cecil Watson
UNC Rex Healthcare
919-333-8479
cecil.watson@unchealth.unc.edu

District III - Secretary/Treasurer
Ben Snyder    
DUKE FPDC
benjamin.snyder@duke.edu
202-322-9463

District IV - Chair
Michael Rich CHFM
Sampson Regional Medical Center
mrrich@sampsonrmc.org
910-592-8511, Ext. 8501

District IV - Vice-Chair
Tye Frost CHFM
Carolina East Health System
 tfrost@carolinaeasthealth.com
252-633-8829 

District IV - Secretary/Treasurer
Joe Buri MS, CHFM, CHSP, CHE, CEM
Southeastern Health
910-671-5675
buri01@southeasternhealth.org

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
and STATE OFFICERS

2019 Planning Committee
Chair: Larry Holder, President
Deon Lewis, President Elect
Philip Johnson, Program Chair
Arthur Blue, Vendor Chair
Bonnie Smith, Vendor Chair Assistant
Jeff Forsyth, Secretary
Cecil Watson, Secretary Elect
Rick Holmes, Golf Chair
Dona Noblett, Event Coordinator
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ARTHUR BLUE
Moses Cone |   NCHEA 2019 Vendor Chair

 nchea.vendorchair@gmail.com

TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORSANNUAL 
SPONSORS

KEYNOTE SPONSORS

SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSORS

Apex Companies, LLC
ARC DOCUMENT SOLUTIONS
bridgewater, Inc.
Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Company
Dewberry

BRONZE 
SPONSORS

Evergreen Medical Services, Inc.
Ken Gregory Consulting
LDR Technologies/AirCon Carolina
Leach Wallace Associates, Inc
Newcomb & Boyd

NV5
Praxair Healthcare Services
SidePlate Systems
Thermal Resource Sales
United Rentals Inc

Western Branch Diesel



2608 Erwin Road
Suite 148 # 236
Durham, NC 27705
nchea.info@gmail.com| www.nchea.com

Daniel E. Bland CHE CEM CHFM
NCHEA Sustainability Liaison to ASHE

“NCHEA is competing in the 2020 ASHE Energy 
to Care Chapter Challenge once again this year. 
We are excited to have Wake 
Forest Baptist Health join in the 
Challenge group this year. Also 
participating are Atrium Health, 
Novant Health, Southeastern 
Health, Wake Health, and First 
Health”.

GUEST EVENT
OGPI PAVILION

SPORTING CLAYS EVENT

SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS


